
 
Name: Kevin Blessing 
Region: Republic of Ireland 
No of stores: Nine 
Favourite pizza: Thin crust pepperoni with bacon and green peppers 
 
YŜǾƛƴ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘΣ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ 5ƻƳƛƴƻΩǎΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ŀ 
food production company making pastas, sauces and ready meals. Having completed his Franchise 
Development Programme, Kevin opened his first store in 2003. He now has nine stores across the 
Republic of Ireland, which he runs with his brothers, Turlough and Peter. 
 
YŜǾƛƴ ǎŀȅǎΥ άL really wanted to run my own business and develop a brand ς but I realised that the 
latter was going to be a very expensive process and, with that in mind, I decided to look at the 
ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŦǊŀƴŎƘƛǎƛƴƎΦ ²ƛǘƘ 5ƻƳƛƴƻΩǎΣ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳƛŘ-way between the two ς a 
great combination of your own business and the support and backing of a strong brand. 
 
άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƛǘΦ My brothers and I are very hands on and its fantastic 
watching people come into the store at the bottoƳΣ ƎŜǘ ōƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƳƛƴƻΩǎ ōǳƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƻǊƪ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƴƻǿ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ, have built a fantastic team 
of people, ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻƻΦέ 
 

 
  



 
Name: Nigel Hall 
Region: Wales 
No of stores: Five 
Favourite pizza: Pepperoni Passion with Veg-a-Roma sauce 
 
Nigel Hall ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ L¢ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǿƘŜƴΣ ƛƴ мффтΣ ƘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ 5ƻƳƛƴƻΩǎ tƛȊȊŀ 
franchisee. He now has five stores in and around his home town of Cardiff. 
 
bƛƎŜƭ ǎŀȅǎΥ άL ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ run my own business and work for myself, and I had always had an interest 
ƛƴ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎΦ L ǿŀǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŀƴŎƘƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƳƛƴƻΩǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōǊŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ 
operating system and I felt really comfortable with the people. At the time, Colin and Gerry Halpern 
were still very involved and I knew I could do business with them. 
 
άLǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ L ŀƳ 
lucky to have a fantastic team of people working with me and every daȅ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ 
ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ L¢ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΗέ 
 

 
  



 
Name: Amir Zarinabad & Ajaz Mirza 
Region: London 
No of stores: 11 
Favourite pizza: Tandoori Hot / Veg-a-Roma 
 
Amir Zarinabad ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ /Ƙŀƭƪ CŀǊƳ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ 5ƻƳƛƴƻΩǎ ƛƴ мффн ŀǎ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ having just 
finished at college, and opened his first franchise in 1999. Ajaz Mirza took a part-time job as a driver 
in 1996, while he was a student. By 2001, the two joined forces and began running stores together. 
 
!ƧŀȊ ǎŀȅǎΥ άL ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ 5ƻƳƛƴƻΩǎΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘ-time work to get myself through university 
ς L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƘŀǎΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ς IΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƨƻō ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ƳŜ 
the flexibility to enjoy a nice lifestyleΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘal in developing 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻΣ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜΣ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘ-
time store staff and have completed the management development programme to the point where 
they are now managing their own stores.έ 
 
Amir addsΥ άL ƧƻƛƴŜŘ 5ƻƳƛƴƻΩǎ ŀǎ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ƻǿƴƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ǎǘƻǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ōǊŀƴŘ ς 5ƻƳƛƴƻΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
business model with good support for franchisees. L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴk of anything else I would rather be 
ŘƻƛƴƎΦέ 
 

 
 
  



 
Name: Sean Geddes 
Region: Scotland 
No of stores: Eight 
Favourite pizza: Piri Piri 
 
It was 2001 and Sean Geddes was working in Holland, running a business unit for TNT with a focus 
on major events. He was responsible for organising the logistics for everything from the delivery of 
300 tonnes of freight, 45 trucks and three 747s of equipment for a MotoGP race in Brazil to the 
transportation of a lorry load of 4x4s to Antarctica for the Camel Trophy. Then one day, he decided it 
was time to drastically change his lifestyle. 
 
{Ŝŀƴ ǎŀȅǎΥ άMy wife had just had a baby daughter and I really wanted to spend more time at home, 
so I decided on a career change. I went on the Internet and searched ŦƻǊ άCash Businessέ. The results 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ 5ƻƳƛƴƻΩǎ ŦǊŀƴŎƘƛǎŜΦ 
 
άL ŦƭŜǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ bŀƛǊƻōƛ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƎƭƻōŜ-trotting days. The attraction 
of a strong brand, a great operation and the people involved convinced me to take the plunge ς and 
LΩǾŜ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǎƛƴŎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ Ƴȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƪƛŘǎ ƎǊƻǿ ǳǇΗέ 
 

 
  


